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CONVENCION — 
V——— —R 









Se abre la sesion a las 5:30 ps me, bajo la presidencia 
del rresidente, Hon, clare i, Recto, 

Sl PRESIDENTE, Lease ia lista de los Delegados, 

MR, MARAMARA, S¥. Presidente, pide que se dispense la 
lectura de la lista, 

BL PRESIDENTE, Hay algum obdjecion? (silencio.) La Mesa 
no oye ninguna, Se dispensa la lectura de la lista, 
Hay quorum, Lease el] acta, 























APROBACION D&L ACTA 
SR. MARAMARA, Gre Presidente, pide igmlmente que se 
dispense ila lecture del acta y que la misma se de por aprobada. 
BL PRESIDENTE, way alguna objecion? (Silencie). Aprobada, 


PROYECTOS DE RESOLUCION 


RL CLERK DE ACTAS, leyende: {insertese, Veage Acta-59) 
BL PRESIDENTS, Tiene la palabra el Delegads por Camrin- 


es Horte, sr. Vinzons. 





REMARKS BY DELEGATE VINZONS 


MR, VINZONS, Mr. President and gentiemen of the 
Comvencion; Thies ie the second time that I have availed 
myself of the oppoortunity to speak on the half-hour 
privelege. 1 reeall quite well the unhappy experience 
thet i had onthe first twe occasions that i spole on 
the fleor of the thic Convention and i would plead, there- 
fore, at this instance for a greater tolerance because 
the subject that i want to take up this afternnon is a 
subject that may arouse geeater hostility against me, 
and therefore there micht be for me in store 4 nore 


unhappy sailing. 
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when I spoke the first time on the — * 

the 

declaration of rights for the constitutional convention, 
i was charged of having mde insinuations against the 
use of party principles in the deliberations of t his 
Convention, and I aid my best to ‘explain myself our ot 
the situation because i have Always been convinced that 
in the deliberntions of this august assembly, party con- 
sideration has never been invoked, 

Today, gentlemen of the Convention, i wish to speak 
om a subject that lies at the very basis of the proceed- 
inge of this Convention, rhe time i think, ir, President, 
hes come when we must speak with grankness and with in- 
tellect uml honesty. the Convention met on July thirtéesh 
of this year and this is noqw the eight of vetober when 
@ clamoring public demands fiat we should submit imme- 
diately to the people for their consideration, a complete 
draft of the fundamental law of this nation, i think, 

Mr. Presidente, t at the responsibility for the drafting 
of a constitution is joint and solidary on each and every 
member of this convention, and although I come from the 
humble ranks of this assembly, i wish to say that it is 
my earmest hope <-- and perhaps i am expressing the sincere 
desire of many of my colleagues, -- that we should draft a 
constitution that shall be enduring and permanent, but 

at the same time thet we must proceed with a certain 
system to a definite plan in order that we can inmediately 
draft that constitution for submission to the rresident 
of the United States of America. 

I say, MT. Presidente, that i shall have te speak 
with frankness and therefore the brunt of responsibility 
shall ve borne by me, i want to say first, lr. President, 
that the defect in this Convention is not in its 
ca rtusah nature, but it lies deeper in its very reot, 
it ldes at the lack of a definite plan, of © system 








tution, i may reeall, ir. Presidentg the first causus 
ever held in order to organize this Convention, during 
which the gentheman fro, sataan presided, wherein the 
first show of indecision was manifested to the members 
of this assembly. there was a proposal, ur. President, 
that the youngest member of the convention should pre- 
side at its opening sesion, another proposal, that the 
oldest member should preside. then the gentleman from 
Cavite, the great legal mind, ur, Francises, proposed 
that the Governor-General should be invited to preside 
over the opening ceremonies, and the gentleman from Lanaoc 
proposed the invitation of the rresident of t he Philippine 
Senate, Hon, Manucl i. (ue@ZOomM,. There was a decided 
sentiment, ar. vresident, against the invitation of out- 
siders to interfere with the opening eeremonies of this 
convention, so that it was agreed to creat a committee 
that shall decide upon the order of ceremonies that 
should be taken up 4% its opening. but a day after, 
Mre President, was issued the announcement that prac- 
tieally revoked the decision of this caucus and changed 
the tide of events, so that a great how] was made, sr, 
Presidente, against the interference of outsiders in this 
constitutional assembly. 

Now, Ere President, we come to the deliberations 
ef this convention itself. i shall not reeall to you 
the peignant memories of the consideration of the veias 
Resolution debated for more than two weeks onthe floor 
of this assembly, amended more than two times and finally, 
after all the fire of discussions, it was shelved or tabled 
by the good graces of the delegate from lilocos Sur (Mre 
Quirino). 

A second instance ur. President, is the discussion 
of the preamble of the constitution when after eighteen 
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anendments had been presented a nd after two days of 
heated debate, the members of this assembly never hnew 
what happened with that preamble, 

Another instanee, ur, President, ic ovr owm exe 
perience in the Comite de renencias, 2 committee con- 
sisting of eighty-ceven menbere bigger than the see 
venty-nine members of the Federal Convention in vhila- 

delphia in 1787, At its openinc sessions » the 4 clegate 
from Albey proposed that its sessions should be held 

in secret and he was overwhelmingly pvt down, Sut at 

its next session, Mr. President, s motion te the same 
effect was carried se that nowthe Comite de Ponencia 
has been meeting insecret sessions, 

A fourth instances, ur, -resident, is the preposal 
that has come on the first day of the meetinc of the 
Comite de ronencia for the creation of a subdcomnittes 
that shall draft @ constitution based onthe original 
reports of the committees, The swcestion was brought 
up for consideration by the eminent delegate from ilo- 
tae Sur, Mr. Singson snearnacion, and by the euinent 
delegate from Batangas, Mr. vrense, This proposition 
was voted down, but after three weeks of the mecting 
of the Comite de ronencia, the necessity for the creation 
of such commitee has become more clear, so that 
there is now a move to appoint direct from the con- 
vehtheh iteelf, in its plenary session, such & committee 
that shall draft a constitution for consideration of 
the Comite de vonencias 

And it wes recently revealed, ir. President, that 
there is a move to oust the lresent sesceesecseercors 
head ef the Committee on Sponsorship, ind another state! 


ment that the convention has been saved because the gae- 


nated as the head of & committee that shall dreft a consti- 
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tution.With all these considerations, ar, President, i 





rise to voice my h mble eentiment and to express the desire 





that each and every member of this convention feels within 





his heart that there is a great necessity for laying out 
a System or a plan in order that we can proceed with dige 
pateh and not with metability. +o speek brefly, Mr. 
¥resident, so as not to indulge too much on the hos- 
pitality of this convention, 1 should say th t there is 
@ group of delegates which has submitted seventeen pro= 































psotions for consideration in the floor. rhe Comite 

de ronencia has been «ranted the power to draft a constitu- 
tion for submission to this assembly. There has been 

a& move to limit the power so that there should not be 

much duplicity of work. ‘¢ take, for instenee, Mr. 
President, that the Committee on Legislative vower hag sub- 
mitted a report recommending the adoption of the ticamera) 
system of legislature, The Comite de ronencia takes it up 
and by ite decision reverses the decision of the Committee 
on Legislative voer and decides tc adept the unicameral system 
of legislature, The same report of the Committee de ronencia 





hae been brought te the floor and the convention decides 
that it shall adopt the bicameral system, reverting te the 
oricimal report of the Legislative Sommittee, We have here 
in this instance a possible multiplicity -- duplicity of work 
that eon only be evaded or prevented by drastic measures 
we, therefore, propose, kr, yresident, that certain fundamental 
questions should be immediately brought up for consideration 
of this assembly and that decisions ef this Assembly shall 
euide the deliverations of the Committee on Sponsorship. 
another suggestion that 1 would want to make is that 





in the presentation of a motion to reconsider there should 
be a stricter rule to apply, that is, & motion te reconsider 
should be approved only ty two-thirds of the vote of the 

members of the Gomite de vonencia or by the members of the 
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Convention on the fleer. 






6 @lso suggest, Mr, President, 
that the comite de roneneia will hold lenger meetings ins- 



































tead of celebrating mecting from three te five o'clock, 
oftentimes beginning at 3:30 or 4:00 and meeting only in 

one hore, we suggest that the gommittee de Ponencia sho ‘ld@ meet 
morming and afternoon in order to finish the drafting of the 
constitution, and that inthe drafting and recommendation of 
& provision by the sponsorship body, the chairman of the com= 
mittee concerned shall be consulted, what happen, kr, 





President, in the ease of the r ecommendations of the “omnite- 
ttee on Preamble is that the chairman of the Comittee on 
*reambly was entirely disregarded, and therefore his only way 
would be to insist onthe adoption of his own sugcestion as 
a substitute amendment on the floor of the convention; that 
isthe consideration of amendments, the following rule 

shall apply; that amendments shall be considered int he order 
in which they apply tet be constitutional provisions under 
discussion, 

MR. INTING, Will the gentleman yield? 

UR, VINZONS, I would not like to answer until after 
i shall have finished my remarks. 

(Continuing). Second, that for this purpose the 
awendments should be grouped together as applied to eortain 
parts of the provisions under consideration, Third, as has 
been inaucurated by the president, the policy should be that 
amendments relating sémply to the use of a phrase or & word 
as being preferential to another phrase or work dhould be 
referred to a Committee on Nhrascology. vur last suggese 
tion, ire President, is that the committee that shall draft 
the constitution based on the originel report of the other 
committee, should have only the following pwerss first, 
dinete the different reports inthe order and arrange- 


te coor 
ment that they should cone in the constitution; second, te 


make recommendation to the Comite de ponencia as to what 
ed because they are in 















parts shovld be suppress 
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parts should be suppressed because they are in conflict 





with other points or tecause they are duplicated in other 






























parts of the same constitution, 

ve have tried, tr. President, toe make an outline ofa 
proposed preamble based on the reports of the comvittees ag 
a first part of the same will appear the preamble, then the 
territorial delimitation, the previsions relating te the 
legislative power, the executive rover, the judicial DOW er, 
and the previncial and municipal governments, As a second 
part of the constitution, we sugcest the grouping torether 
of the following committees reports: citizenship and the duties 
ami rights thereof, te include the follewing reports 
of the committee on citizenship and naturalization, including 
immigration, the duties of citizenship, the bill of rights, 
labor and social welfare, public instruction, health and 
hygiens, suffrage, civil service and scientifie research, 


As a third part, wé suggest the grouping together of all re- 
ports relating te economies &nd public finance, mturaliza- 
tion and conservation of lands and matural resourees, agri- 
cultura} development and nationalization of public utilities, 
industry, commeree, franchise, finance, public accountes, curl 
reney and banks and tariff, As separate articles by thenselves 
we sugcest the following: official lancuaze, metropolitan and 
foreign relations, miscellancous matters, constitational gua- 
rantees, which shall include the provisions regarding impeach- 
ment, encntaents’ te the constitution and tronsitory provisions, 
and finally, as a ordinanee appended to the constitution, we 
suggest the followings mandatery provisions, part of the 
teport of the committee on finance suggested for the appendix, 
oart ef the report of the judiesiry committee suggested for 
the appendix, and that part relating tom the election of 
resident commissioner to the united states during the Com- 
monwealth, our eason fer this suggestion, Ar. President, 
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is that upen the compilation of the original reports of t he 

committees in the order that we have suggested, we shal) 





have @ bird's eye-view of the constitution itself and, there- 


fore, it would be much easier for as to determine what part 
should be suppresed aad what part  hould be amalgamated, 

wath these simple explanations, ur, Yresident, anf with 
due apology to the members of this Convention, i shall want 
to clese my speech, i am now ready to yeild te Delegate 
lire inting. 
MRe TINTING. I would like to inquire of the gentleman 
from Camarines sorte if he is a member of the sponsorship 
committee, 

MR, VINZONS, i Om a member of the spponsership commit- 
tee, 

MR. INTING, Amd have you made all these suggestions 
you have given now to the convention te the Sponsorship 
Committee? 

MR. VINZONS. I have not sugcestednthen, Mr. Presi« 
dent, tot he sponsorship committee but they are based 
on resolutions signed by more than fifty members headed 
by Delegate Salwumbides of Yfayabas, as suggesting 
the considcration on the faoor of the convention of funda- 
mental controversial questions relating to the constitu- 
tion. 

MR. INTING. But i understand the gentleman is 
aware of the fact that the sppomsorship committee is the 
one givem the full authority to make 4 draft of the 
constitution adeording to the resent plan of the con- 
vention, but why is it that you did not make the sugges- 
tion to the sponsorship committee which is supposed te 
draft the constitution? 

MR. VINZONS,. My reason, Mr. President, is t hiss 
that the sponsorshic committee in its mecting last Sa- 
tura@ay approved the adoption of such « procedure that 


’ 
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we have sugrested. in the sedona Place, because the 
Committee on Rules itself 
for consideration on the ni ith 
S convention, And 
in the third place, ir. President, because i consider 
the fact that we have the decision of the convention i 
which should be binding on the members of the sponser 
sjip committee, 

MR. INTING, Do you mean to say, therefore, that 
the committee on sponsors ip has readily entertained 
your suggestion? And what is the use, therefore, if 
susn ic the case, of your suggestion made to this con- 
vention? 

MR. VINZONS, I have said that I brought up the 
question before the Comite de vonencia, 

MR. | INTING, I thought you said that they are fel- 
lowing your sugcestion? 

MR. VINZONS,. In the meeting las Staurday, they 
considred such a proposal, 

MRINTING, ‘Still a proposal. 

SR. VENTURA, Sr. Presidente, para algunas preguntas, 

GL PRESIDENTE, Puede contestar, si l1¢ place. 

MR.VIZONS. I want to yield to my professor, the 
delerate from Ilocos Norte. 

Camreines Horte 

WR. VENTURA, The gentleman from xkausexdiorkexx 
proceeded on the assumption that in the drafting of the 
constitution, the convention went on with ite work 
without a definite plan. That is a very definite statee 
ment, Does not the gentleman believe that the creation 
of committees, thirty-nine committees, that have to do 
direetly ith the different parts of the constitution, 
does not the gentleman from Camrines sorte believe that 


the ereation of these committees to draft the different 


of the constitution and also the creation of the 
to study the different parts of 


parts 
sponsorship commitee 


the constitution submitt 


——— 
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the constitution sutmitted is te submit the final draft 


of the Gonstit ution te the convention, do@s not this 
plem itself constitute a definite system which your are 
now @Jlieging not to existe 

MR, ViMZONS, 1 want te answer the gentleman by 
ecying that the ereation ef the various committees and 
ef the sponsorship committee is, i admit, 2 form of an 
oreanization, but what i have becn trying to emphasice 
is the fact thet we leek « sycten of precedure, & plan. 

iR, VENTURA, Well, the creation of these conmmit~ 
tees and the creation of the sponsors’4p eomuittee to 
mexe the finel draft of the constitution based on the 
reports of the different committees constitute in ite 
self as you admitted, @ plans low, you say you want & 
definite plan, it is 2 definite plan, 

ER, VINZONS, Am organization, 

WR. VENTURA, It is 4n orgeniaation, 

MR, BALILI, Mtoe President, the tine of the cohttho- 
mam bas expired. 

BRe VENTURA, re President, i am waking it clear 
to the centleman from Camarinés Norte that we kave a 
definite plan, because I do rot want the gentleman from 
Geaarines Norte to make the public here believe that 
the convention hae proceeded in its work without a dew 
finite plan, because that is 4s crious charge against 
the work of the conmventiots 

‘Re PResIDINt, The Chair wishes te e211 the atten 
tion of the speaker to the fact that there are tro more 


wentlemen who desire to wake use of the half-hour pré- 


vilege, and it is his privilege to decRine te ansrer fur 


they questions. 
MRe VIEZONS,. re President, 1 would want to end, Except 


with the permission of the chair and the assembly, I would 


refuse to answer further questionse / 








SR, VINZONS, Si, sefior, 


SL PRESIDESTE, El orador puede Ccontestar, si le place, 





SRe KAPUNAH, Si mal no le entendide s, Se ha afirmaded 


que hay el proposito de parte de algunos miembros de la 
Convencion de derocar el Presidente del Comite de Yonén- 
elias? Es verdad eso? 

(ZL SRL Kapuna, repite 1a misma pregunta en ifgies,) 

WR, KAPUNA, The gentleman said that there are 
some members of this convention palnning te throw out 
the vresident of the comite de venencia, is that true? 

BR, VIBZONS, My statement ar. rvresident, ives 
based on a news item appearing in the "“Tribune”® of last 
saturady. 

SR. KAPUNAN, Pero usted no tice conocimiento propic 
de eso? 

MR, VINZONS. i do not have any Enowledge. 

SR, KAPUNAN, Y como se ha atrevide 5. 3S. & lanzr 
esa manifestacion aqub? 

Mu. VINZONS, That is why 1 said, ur, President, 
that 1 have read of a move to oust the Chairman of the 
Comite de ronendisa 

GSR, KAPUNAH, Cre@® Se Se que ese refleja bien en e] 
seno de la convencion? 

wR, VINZONS, I am against the move myself, ir _Pre- 
sidente, and i would say with the gentleman that shckh a 
move would be against the reputation of this convenntion. 

SR, KAPUBA, For que no he presentado esa sugehion 
que usted ha propuesto al comit’e de ponencia, en lugar de 
llewar aqui a la convencion? 

wR, VINZONS, I would say, Mr. President, that J 
have presented a plan already, hich was rejected. 



































cierto ei hay algun miembro de ia convencion que trata de 


dereear 81 Presidente del Comite de ronencia? 






iRe VISZONS, I do not have any personal knowledge 
of the matter, 









SR. KAPUNA, He oido esta tarde del vresidente del 


Comite d@ Ponencia que 4. Ss. une de los que firmaron 
una resolucion? 
































MR, VINZONS, I have not signed any paper to that 
effect, not have 1 any move to that effect. 

SR, KAPUNAN, Pero Se Se Bo dijo al Presidente Comite 
de vonencia cuande deje que Ss. 5S. es mo de los cincuenta 
gue han firmado la resolucion - no se gue resolucion « 
para derrocar al rresidente del comite de ro- 
nencia? 

MR, VIBEZONS. No, STi; I have not signed any reso- 
lution toe that effect, 

RL PRESIDENTE, Tiene la palabra e] Dela@gads por 
Geb“ us 

REMARIKS OF DELUGATE BALILI 


MR, BALILI. Mre President and gentlemen of the 
Somvention: It is mther unfortunate for we this evening 
thet I am coing to speak on the same subject which the 
Honere ble Peleeate fromcamrines tiorted has spoken, but 
dieegrecing vith him on some points, that is why I wish 
te make use of this night's half-hour privilege to speak 
ea few minutes only te expose also mu views and to appeal 
te each and everyone of you to please hasten our work, 
beenuse seventy days have passed from J uly thirtieth 
to this date, October eight, 1954, solid sevent days 
have passed and we have not yet even approved the pre- 
amble of our constitution. 


gentlemen, our fate, honor and the test of our 
on the issue or on the 





capacity 66 govern ourselves 
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results of what we do here, Judging from what we have 
dene and basing that as our progress ®eeseccece 


it seems to me that we will not be able ® s@e our conse 





titution drafted even after the year 1956. it is for this, 
MP President, that 1 stand and i repeat, i wish to appear 
te each and every one of you to forget ourselves and con- 
fine our efforts with the wnsciousness that we are doing 

it for the best interest of our country and not for other 
motiv@s.e mre President, as il see it, and in my experience 
with the meetings of the different committees and also in 
our assembly, i find out that the defect does not lie on 
this system, #@ have adopted the best aystem, but pnless 
these defects which 1 wish to enumerate now will be corrected 





we may adopt any other system and we cannot still see 
our constitution finally drafted, we have adopted, i say, 
the best system, We are just copyin: the system or our 
legislature beth in the House of Representatives and in 
the senate, and as isee it the delay in the ,akine of our 
constitution is not in our system but it is on those de- 
fects which i wish to enumeraBto you, 

in the figst place, there are a great nuaber of us whe 
are tolerant, selfish and uncompromising, That isthe very 
fact, Mr. President and gentlemen of the Convention. hen one 
pregents 2 constitutional precept he remains gnyielding 
even with the difference of a cow’ only ad come worda, 
for instance, vhilippinesand vhilippine 4slands, ‘hen 
a certain delegate happens to place in his constitutional 
precept ag the preamble, for instance, the words rhilippines 
islands, another fellow pute enilippines and that fellow 


maintain Philippine islands is good. lr. vrosident, what 


difference does it make when we put in the preambly vhilip- 


pines or vhilippine islands? There is no difSerence at all. 


Gar country will not collapse vhe n we put vhilippines, There 


is absolutely no fundamental aifferenee, but the thing is 
we remain unyielding. We want 
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ve have what we e¢all in Spanish te much “amor propio", 
we Always depend on what we believe, Ags 





i said inthe bee 
ecinning, if we only forget ourselves and work for the best 
























interests of the country next year we will have our consti- 
tution finally adopted, Anohher, ar. President, which I obe- 
xerve in this Assembly. 

mRe CINCO, BY, President, BiRl the gontleman yield? 

BR, BALLIA. 1 dom want to yield to any question until i am 
am through. 

(continuing) another defect as i saw it. Hight when 
the chairman of the Committee on Sponsorship reported on 
the preamble, enother distinguished delegate sitting very 
near me remarkeds "“Sotte!l* after his speech, he said: vara 
umn turnoe en contra, Sr. Presidente," because it was sotte 
wh presented it. That is personal, Thanks to the inter 
vention of our president. He called the attention of the man 





that we must necessarily have the preamble of our constit u- 
tion end we cannot stand solidly against the preamble, “e my 
present an amendment, but for a delegate to say “Un turnoe 

en contra,” it goes to show only that the delecate has 
personal hatred against the man who sponsors the preamble. 


MR. CINCO RAISES A POIET OF URDER 
MR. Claco, Sr Presidente, i think the centleman is 
not delivering his speech, but he is gather filing charges 





against the members of the conventions 
wR. BALILI. The defects cannot be corrected if we will 


not show the def ects. 
HE PRESIDENT, Are you reising & point of order, Mre 


Delegate? 


uR, CI 
because he ic filing 
convention and the charges are on affirmation. 


'HS PRESIDENT. The gentleman may proceed, 


neo, The prigilege is not well used by the gentleman 
charges against members of the 








- #4 & 


gE Aves 
MR, GRAPILO, Mr. President, I rise on Privilege question, 


Under section 18 of our rul@s, it saya; "Questions relating te 
the rights, privileges, reputation, conduct, decorum and 





dignity of the Convention or of its members are provileged 
qvuestions,and so are the verifications of a quorum and the 
motion to adjourn, From the utterances of the gentleman 
whe has the floor, he mentioned that there are selfish members 
of the Convention, and that refers to the reputation and part 
of the dignity of the convention whose membership we compose, 
‘here is a mention of intolerenee and selfishness on the 
part of the members of the convention, i MOVGs ar. President, 





that the words and pheases expressed against the reputation 
and dignity of any member of the convention should be 
sticken out of the records, 

SL PRESIDENTE, La wega entiende que ¢] orador no ha 
personalizado en sus puntos de vista, y, por tante, puede 
proseqcuir. 

wR, BALILI, (Continuing). Mr. vresident, i wish to 
state here that i do not heuve any desire to attack any 
delegate personally but i am only exposing the facts with 
the sincere desire that all these things e=n be corrected, 
because J find éht that this ie the main defect in our 





deliberation here. There awe thos people whomre forming 

blocks. I know of many delegates who form bigcks just 

now not for the purpose of hastening the work of our cons~ 

titution, but tex bdock the members of the Sponsorshis Com- 

mite for reasons, as i said, personal especially those 

who think that they are also able to be members of the Commit 

tee and did not become members, They are also finding out 
means to atack the work of the Comnittee on Sponsorship. 

one thing also about committee work. in my experience 
in our committee workings through those members who will not 
eutmit to the will of the mjority.-Trake, for instance, 
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the committee on 
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zufrage passed that the suffrage be granted 
to men only, but immediately after that resort Was presented 


those who were defeated, disregarding the will of the majo= 
rity of that Committee, are WOTKINGececcceccce 





aR. ABBLLA, I want to knew if the gentleman is referring 
to m@. I object te it. 





BR, BALILIg 1 am not weferring to the eenthkeman 3; I 
can refer to anybagly. 

BR. ABELLA, 1 think that i am referred to. 

wR, BALILI (continuing) As i see it kr. vresident, 
thos that 1 have said are the fundamental defects as to 
why our constitution 1@ delayed, so now @ do not need to 
Cxpose more because part of my ideas were presented by 
the former speak@recccscsece 
but before I close, 
Gentlemen of the ‘onvention, I wish to repeat that our fate 
and honor as a mation hangs on the issue on what we do here, 
Let us prove to the whole world that we, the Filipina popple, 
are united; that we forget ourselves for the good and welfare 
of our couhktry. Let us not work for our own glery or for our 
own personal glory, but let us work hand inhand together for 
the good of our country. Yhen I was coing to this Assembly i 





happend to ride with the delegates frob the Visayan islands 
and all of them promised that, with reasons or no reasons, 
they would rise to speak 3s much as possible so they vould 
be considered good ttinber for representative, kr. President, 
all these things are the outstanding blocks that will delay 
the progress of our work here 80, 1 repeat, let us forge? oure 
s@lves, let us not think of our interest, but see that our 


constitution is finally drafted. of course, i wish to say here 


that i, fer one, am ready to sacrifice. 1 know that we have 


our interest in our own places. ‘'¢ are running vasiness and 


we are losing every day- 1 am losing nyself, ur. President » 
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SSSSSSSSSPSSeECerceseeoesoeceeoeecoeseosesescosesse DUE It is 


sweet to sacrifice when that sacrifice is with the cons- 


ciousness that we have done the vest for our country; but 


to sacrifice staying here for a longer period of time and 
yet we con not understand ench other ccccocccoscee Mtoe PTO 
sident, after we finish this constitution we will ¢o back to 
our homes, with vrefound recret thinking for what we have 
done, and i hope this will not happen, And the time to work 
iS NOW, NOW, NOWs 












MR, WARAMARA, ur, President, i wish to make use of 
my haif hour provilece, 






“BL PRESIDENT®, Tiene la Palabra el] Delegado por Cebu, 





SPEECH OF MR, WARAMARA on CUMPULSORY AND 
FREE PRIMARY EDUCATION 

























MR, MARAMARA, Mr, President, and gentlemen of the 
Convention: in tking advantage of the half hour privilece 
and in addressing this aucust bedy which is shpaing the 
broundwork upon which the structure of the future rhilippine 
Republie shall be built, ilmve been agsailed by serious 
doubts whether in thus being privileged to contribute our 
grain of sand in tha magnificent strusture we are sure that 
every material that coes withit will stand the test of time, 
Just as the durability of a hose depends won the mae 
terial used in its construction s0 is the life of a nation 
dependent upon the kind of individuals composing it. We are 
here to establish a government build not on the shaky found- 
ation of sand but on a solid marble carved by skilled and 
trained hands. rhe marble upon which this structure must be 
erected will be made up of each and every Filipino enjoying 
blessings of civilization and liberty. to insure the existé 
ence of strong democracy, we must have an enlightened citi- 
zenry. That, gentlemen of the convention, can only be attained, 
by inserting in the Constitution which we are not drafting, ® 
provision which shall re uire compulsory and free, at least 
primary “edueation our publie schools and as finances wr- 
rant complete elementary education, under the present condo 
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tions it is true that we have, free 


primary education but 
ging the parlance of the street any boyd 


can choose whether 


to @ake or leave it", Inder the constitutional precpt which 


i am now sponsoring, the state should take the initiative 
for its own good and preservation net only to offer free 
and primary education but te compel every child of school 
“ge to drink f rom the beneficientfountain of at least a 
Pp immry education, 

it is ideed regretable to state in this connection 
that in spite of the much vaunted love of Filipine children 
for education, and the fect that no less than twenty-saie 
per cent of the imecome of ovr insular and provincial <overn- 
ments is spent in the maintenance of sehcols, colleses, and 
wmiversities only thirty-sic per cent of our school popub 
lation is enjoying the benefits of elementary e ducation, 
Jmless a statemen like solution and a definite patriotic 
policy is adopted to solve this lop-sided dev«ehopment of the 
intellect ai needs of our people, the day wiil not be far 
distant when we will be witnessing an inverted pyramid where 
only few have so much education, while the majority have no 
education at ell. Demovracies have been likendd t6 pyramids 
where the mes of the people constitute the foundation or the 
base while the chosen leaders constitute the apex, I don't 
want te be misunderstood, however, as being opposed to high 
school or wmiversity education. while High Sehool and Univer 
sity education properly have = legitimate place in the 
life of a nation, elementary education should not be sacri- 
ficed for the sake of their mimtennmance. fo ny mind, high 

school and universith education only because a duty of 
the state when elementary education has been properly pro= 
vided for. Unless and until a condition exists where aaa 


children of school age have peen taken care of, the stae 







































“ & i576 
should not undertake the support of high scheol and uni vere 


sities education, Then toc, such a tax-supported institution 


should receive govvernmment Sesistance when no private initiae 
tive ie willing to provide higher pppost mites for educa- 


yion, It is comcon knolwedge that we have now in Manila 
nlene no less than six private universities and thirty-five 
secondary cutrulal and technical schools, The over=-develop- 
ment of higher education not only produees a yearly crop 
on unemployed, but alee supply of fertile souree of the woese 
type of demagogues and agitators who sponsor Michiavilistie 
doctrias which are the product of an idle mine, And ordinary 
criminal is bad enough, but an intellectual criminal is the 
enbodiment of the highest type of wickedness, 

Gentlemen of the Convention, unless we forestall the 
system of the danagers I have alluded te and provide in out 





constitution the compulsory requirement with a ninimus of 
primary edueation, our task and the labors efid merifices 
of our herees and mortyrs thet went before us would have 
been wasted, But if we bravely face the problem and answer the 
patriotic call of duty, the confidence which has been re- 
posed on us on that memorable day of July 10, 1954, 
shall not have been deposited in vain. 1 THAMK YOU, 

















1577 





MANIPESTACIONZS DEL SR, SSPELETA, 






ER. SAPELSTA, Mre President, 





THS PRESIDENT, The gentleman from lloilo. 


MR, BSPELSTA, Mr. vresident and Gentlemen of the Cone 




















vention: ‘verybody is attacking the system invoked in the 
Convention. I rise this evening to add my voice to attack, 
not the system, but the custos or the weakness of some of 
the members, I think that the g reatest defect of the work 
of this Convention, the cause of the delay of our work is 
not int he system, not in the “amor propio", but in the ex 
cossive desire of seme members to deliver speeches, We have 
been hearing speeches of 211 kinds, of 211 sorts, including 
mines Iwill not commit the same error by deliverimg a long 
speecheg I will only say th t if we will stop delivering 
speeches and do our work, to mket he constitution as somun 
ae possible, we with /amptying with our duties cesccese 
to make consideration as soon as possible, "e will be 
complying with our duties, My earnest hope is that this one 
minute speech of mine will be the last speech delivered in th 
the session, Thank You, 

NR. ROMERO, Mr. President in accordance with the 
resolution of the convention last Saturday, suthorizind 
the Committee on Rules to propound the different proposition 
s to be debated on the floor of this Convention, the Com 


mittee on Rules has prepared the first proposition, which we 
request th secretary to reads 


THE SECRETARY: 


RESOLVED that it is the sense of the 
Yonvention that the constitution to be drafted should 


provide for | bicameral legislature. 

UR, ROMERO, we want to explain, Mr. President, tint 
this does not mean that the proposition represents the . 
oint of view of the Rules Gommittee, but we only put it 


before the convention in a way that it will be ready for d 
necessarily mean that the menbvers of 















debates and it does not 








—— 


OBR PPE San feo Patina aed 





22 g i578 ° 
Committee are in favor of the vicameral system, The Comite 


tee on Rules asks for sepeial order to pliaee on the eal endar 
the discussion of this proppsition at tomorrw's session, 
omi that the debate be limted to four days, the voting 
to take place at seven o'clock Friday nicht, After this 
there will be many ether subjects to follow, as the powers 
of the legislature, ete., so this preliminary proposition 
we ask te be debated for four days, 

MR. JOVEN, Mre President, does a nacative vote on the 
proposition mean that the onicamersl system will be opproved, 

WR, ROMERO, That would seem the ligieal deduction, 

MR. JOVEN, If you are not in favor of the bicameral 
syutem, there may be other systems. 

WR, ROMERO, At any rate, that is for the convention 
to decides 

UR. x But the ides 6f the Committees I w 
would like to be informed of the idea of the Comittee, whee 
ae a negative vote will menn approval of the tkicamera)] 


nysteme 
MR, ROMERO, The Committee understands it that waye hat 
UR. PERSZ (J,). Is not the proposition of the iules | 


‘ommittee te submit the question to a vote next Friday 


evening contrary to the provisions of the rules respecting 


the closing debatese 
wR. ROMERO, We take it for granted that there ghall 


habe been three speakers on each sidée 


OR, GUZMAN, SO Vaieeoocecesess 
WR, GRAPEIO, Another question, Mr. President. Dol 


ek La 


understand from the Chairman of the Committee on Rules 


thet whatever the decision that may be civen by the Cone 


vention for fundamental decision will be incorporated in 


the censtitution? 


une. ROWTRO, I think that wis the understandings when 


this resolution wes approved isst Saturday, which served as 


» for the Gommittete 


ee i ee 


the guid 
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MRe GRAFILO, The question whether it is vicameral 
ry unicemeral being one «hich I shell consider of major 
importanes, do you think that the three dggs period for its 
Jiseussion will be sufficient se that the convention a 
arrive at & conclusion «his is meritorious, 

MR, ROMERO, This is a vort of middlerround: some wmnted 
loner than that, others a shorter periods ‘ce have arrived 
at four d-ays as middlerround, 

MRe GRATI IDs i111 it not be advisable to presexnt the 


Limitation of time when tie proper time has come to limit it, 





rather than make an advanes limitation? 

MR. “ONGRO,. In the louse and in the Senate the practice 
ie to announce the length of the debate so that the lenders 
of toth sides will know how many spetkers they on probably 
prec ente 

UR, GRAFILO, Because ag i see it, if we are celebrating 


ror exemple, three hour's discussion in four days that means 


twelve houtSe 
MR, ROMERO, That is quite suffichent, Beside that 
it has the advantage thet the members will know ghwn voting 
will take place and they will all try to be here, 
wRe BALILI ARL"OS THB POPosIrTio#N OF BR, ROMERO 
“Re GALILI. I wish te amend the proposition, that the 


‘tine sho.ld take glace on Thusday evening st acven o’ clock. 
iL, PRESIDENTE. Que dice el comit é? 


MR, ROMIRO,. That is a middleground, four days, so we 
wuld xather stiek by our decision making it four t217a@6. 
Re BiLILI-g I would not insist. 


is RSYBS. The chairman of the committee on“ules has 


‘ 
: 


ated thot the purpose of the pwoposition is that we oon Kno 
in adyenee how much time 411 be devoted to the disse ission 
the propositions 


WRe ROMGRD,. More or 180 


i a a Rs ee 


MR. REYES, How can he know in edvanece when we do not 


cnow hew lone we will stay in session during the four day we 
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occupy in the discussion, 
MR, ROMERO, Thht is why 1 Sly more or less, 


WR. REYES, Would not the chairmmn of the Vo mmitee thak 


it adv&éable to put a minimun time limit so that we do net 
adjounr our session within half an hour during the four days 
of debate? 

MR. ROMERO, After all, that will depend upon the con- 
vention, If the delgates fee] that they heave enouch they may 
shorten the time. If they feel like listening more arguments 
they can prolong the discugsion, 

MR, HEYES, 1 have observed, iir, President, that the ine 
cilnsation among the members of the convention to go home afe 
ter a short period of time is mther irresistible ond when 
we disagree with the speeches we like to go homes when we age 
ree with the speeches we stay longer on the fleor of the 
Convention, so that it my happen that somebody deliver a 
speceh and there are members swho do not like the speeoh, 
‘here will be a motion @or adjournment. Then the time will 
be eut down and the total time will be shortendéd, 

BR, WMERO, I think that will not happen when we bdbe- 
ein te diseuss fundamental questions. This happens only when 
themembers are tired listening speeches that are not of pare 
ticular importance, But when be begin ‘o discuss fundamental 
guestions affecting the constitution, 1 think everybody will 


be gnterested. 


BALTAO AMENDMENT 
WR, BALTAO, Mre President, 1 move to amend the motion 


of suppressing the time limit, In support of thie motion 

Nre President, I think this question is very important. we 
spent many hours on the debate on the Osias resolution and 
on this question I think fours, days, which pepresents proba 


bly about seven or eight hours at most &s not enough, consi- 


dering the number of delezates cho are willing ont probably 


ready to spesk in favor or against the bicameral systems 
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@ i5ef 
TiS PRESIDENT. Is the centlienan presenting an amendment? 


BRL BALTAO, Yess by siuppresssing the time limit, 


REYES AMENDMESE TO BALTAO AMEE 

WR. ROYSS, I would like to present, Mr, President, 
an amendment to the amendment in the sense that we vote 
on Friday evening at seven o'clock provided we have sensumed 
ten hours of debate at tiat time. The tétal time to be 
consumed in the debate shall be ten hours. 

THS PRESIDENT.gge dice ol autor dé la emnienda original? 

BR, BALTAO, Ho pucds aceptar la éensienda, is muy 
importante esto, Sr. Presidente. No podemos después cambiare 
106 

BL PRESIDENTS, Ecta dispuesta la Agamblea a votar 
la @neienda a Ja enmienda de qve ve vote 1a resolueion el 
viernes, a las siete, si hasta esa hore se hayan — 
diez horas? 

SR. PEREZ (J.)e Mre President, according to the rukes 
the amendment of the delegate from Sorsogon tmounts to 
2 motion to close the debate; and, “ccording to our rules, 
a motion to close the debate ean only be presented after 
three speakers have spok@tecceeess in favor of the motion. 

EL PRESIDENTS, Ese es el objeto precisamente del 
Comite de Reglamentos al presentar 1l# mocion de que se 
limite el debate. Ss una mogion especial. 

WR. PEREZ (J.). Is not, therefore, the motion of 
the Delegate from Sorsogon premature as tested by our 
rules? 

EL, PRESIDENTS, La Mesa entiende que el Comite de 


Reglamentos puede pedir orden especial on cunlguier mo⸗ 


mento, Esta dispuesta la Asamblea 4 vyotar la ¢nmienda a ia 


enmienda? 
LA ASAMELEA, Sie 
RL PRESIDENTE, los qe esten conformes con la emienda 


2 la enmienda presentada por el Delegado por Sorsozon, 
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digan si, (Uma minoria, Si). Les que esten en contra, digan 
no, (Uma maiyoria, WH). Rechazada, 

5@ va a votar la enmienda, Los que esten en favor 
de la enmienda, @ ¢@] sentido de que no se limite el tiempe 
del debate de esta proposicion, sirvanse decir si, (Varios 
oelegados, Si), Los que esten en contra, digan no, (Varios 
pelegados, NO). Division, Los que esten en favor de la 
ermienda, sirvanse ponder de pies ( Se levanta 42 delegados.) 
les gue meten en contra, sirvanse ponerse de pie ahora, 

(se levanta 55 Delegados.) Por 42 votos en favor y 55 
votes en contra, yueda rechazade la enkienda, 

Me GRAFILO, Just one question, Mr. President, I 
believes the motion has been presented on the presumption 
that it shall not violate our rules, Supposing that time 
has come and less than three speakers for each side have 
spoken, not less than three, does that mean that when we 
approve this motion to an amendment to our rules? 

MR. ROMERO, Of course, in that ease, that would 
amount to an amendment, 

MR. GRAFILO, I am miking the questionk én order not 
to establish a precedent. 

MR. ROMERO, At any rate that would be very remote, 

SL PRESIDSETE, Puede votarse la proposition original? 

LA ASAMBLEA, Sie 

GL, PRESIDENTE, Les que esten en favor de la proposicion, 
tengan la bondad de decir ai, (Una mayorio, SI). Los que 
esten en contra, sirvanse decir no. (Uma minoria,g W). 

Apro badme 

WR, SALUMBIDES, we want to have as much time possible 

te discuss the proposition. I would like to request the 


President to ¢.11 the sessions at 4:00 o clock sharp in 


aceordance with the rules. 
2L PRESIDENTE. Wo depende eso de ia Asamblea, il 
Comite de Ponencia esta celebrand sesiones diarias hasta 
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les cines de la tarde, 




















GR, SALIMELOSS, They en postpone that, They can 
begin at 10:00 o’cleck in the morning and 1:00 in the 
afternoon instead of at 3:00 o'closk, 

EL PRESIDENTE, Creo gue ia Asamblea , al votar esta 
proposicion sabia perfectamente que la sesion de la Gone 
vencion @s 8 las cineo de ila tarde, 

MR, SALWIMDES, But our rules say at 4:00 

MR. MARAMARA, 1 think it does not require 4:00 
o’ clock. 

CL PRESIDSITS. Sm los dias en aue no celebre session 





el cCorite de ,onencia podremos célebrar 12 sesion de la 






Convencion a las cvatro, pero en los diaz en gue 







celebhre sesion dicho comite podemos ctusar estorbos en 


sus trabajos el comite de Ponencia y creo que la Asamblea 





debe seguir le praciea de celebgur la sesion a las cineo, 






after this topie? 





How many other topies will be discussed 






MR, ROvERO, It will depend upon the outcome of this 






first question, beenuse if the convention comes out in faver 






of the bicemeral system we will haveto takes ome other 






topies, like suffrage, that is if the conventicn is in 






favor of the bicameral aystem, thm we will discuss the 






manner of constituting the twe chambers, whether the 








senators will be elected senatorz-at-large, or one senator 


fer one vrovines. If this Assembly chooses in favor of 





the unicamernl system, then we can leave it there and take 









up other topics, 
SR, WELENDRES, Sre Presidente, <1 Comite de Gobierno 






Interior, solicite un nuevo plazo, hasta en jucves, p»ra 






oneter su inform@s. 





EL PRESIDENTE, 81 Comite de Gebierno Interior pide um 





nueve plazo de tres dias pare presentar su report. Hay objee- 
cion a esta peticion? (Silencio.) la Besa no oye ninguna 












« WiekO, The committee on “ules currest thet this 
iehate preeteis by huving floor lexder om ene side end that 
tentatively four nears be set for exch side, that one 
londer to eontrel exch sides 1 sucrest Dean Aruere to re- 
present the bignemimlista, and, if there is no obj cetion, I 

1]1 take eharce of the uni eam Talist te 
- PROSIDESTS, Nay alguna obdjecion a la proresicion 
gel Gabellere por Negros Oriental? (“lleneie). La Nes 


6 oye ningumm.s provdudtte . 


LEVAMTANLENTO DE TA ion 
‘Re ROMERO. Ge Presidente, pido que se icvante 


la secion hacta malhanma a lime cine. 


~ 
* 


l, PRESIDENTS no bay obj ccion, st lovantea la 
“onfionr beatae mafiana = las cine@Ge 


wem las G:40 od Me 
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